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Editorial Boartatters
A (verybelated)Happy New Year to everyone and Dear friends,
apologiedor the late publication due to the various It has takemuite a long time, but nodecisions have
efforts being made to pull together the next been takerand we can give you information about the
International Congress next Internatio a | Jewbs Harp Fest
AFestival so an detnmexplaibtépe s t
The good news is that we haadoumper cdéction of by step.
articles and you shouldavealready received a L
. Unfortunately the economic crisis has affected Hungary
(above) NewslettelOSuppl ement . dwarihisg a l wa s ﬁqe a0 : :
Michael Wight, for me how much trouble contributors make so that | 50 Seriously thét Aron Szilagias not beeableto
photo by Debbie Wright can provide these Newslettdos vou obtainthe basic funding needed for the organmatf
'(:be'°W|)< | P you. an International FestiVin Kecskemet, Hungary in
ranz Kump

Apart from the usual Regional reports, | was dekght %ng,ezr;);grazsoggmned. We learned about this in

to receive an article frolernhard Folkestadn the '

J e wbd s dygendep whach | hope gets a discussion In order to avoid a repetition of the experience made
going. There is also an interview with that stalwart of ~ with thecancellation of théJHF in Japan, we wanted
the Khomus, Spiridon Shishigirequestedfter t was to be absolutely sure aboutr decision before
brought t o my sacollecgonwas dur tinfoaring you, thelndfembers of the IJHS. Therefore |
to be picked up for transport to the Khomus Museum instarted to check out various possibilities, among others

Yakutski | could not let the opportunity slijp ask scaling down the expectations and expenses to a
some questionand get a report on the haoder (and, minimum.
i f | énistakenga cracking good concert). | believe

. L ) . At the same time | contacted our Yakutian friends who
there is a podsility that our Yakut friends are going to )
repeatedly asid to organize the next IJHIF Yakutsk
be at the next North Amer.] N’ J e woss T S v al
in 2011, which I1s 20 years after the BHFthat also
Oregon, so | look forward to the report at the enthef ; X
year took place thereSuch anniversaries are the

precondition in Russia for obtaining maximum
governmental support. In December 2009 | received the
confirmation ofthe organisation of the next IJHF in
Yakutia in 2011. In January 2010, Nikolay Shishigin
(director of the Jewbs Ha
brother of Spiridon Shishigin) wrote that they strongly
asked us to organise & BHF in 2010, so that their

IJHF in 2011 would be the"7 After some

communication on this issue | understood, that the
number 7 is considered by the Yakutians as the luckies
number with mystic connotations and that all
communication with governmental institutions

Needless to say, isialways a joy to get the news and
photographs you send me, and ther¢aielly seems to
be a lot going on.

Thanks to all who contributed.
Michael Wright
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Bernhard Folkestad
from the Munnharpe
website:
http://www.munnharpe.
no/nmf_info_eng.html

(far right)

Cover of
Munnharpa Newsletter
drawing b

(right)
Munnharpe players at
Munnharpefestivalen
photo courtesy of
Bernhardrolkestad

regarding the fundingfdhe festival is on behalf of the
7" 1IJHF. Any change would not only be unlucky but
also would have to be explained in length to the fundin
organisations.

At the beginning of February 2010, Aron was still very
hesitant in taking over the financial pessibility for an
even downsized &' IJHF in September 2010. The

ingenious idea for a solution came during the jour fix of

the Austrian Maultrommelverein on %&ebruary in
Vienna: The & IJHF in Kecskemet could be at the
same time a virtual world fastv a | and a
Festival in Kecskemet! Aron Szilagyi in Kecskemet
will organize a festival as big as possitdat will be at
the same time the centre for moderating the global
virtual event. There will be 24 or even 48 hours of-non
stopJ e wharg music with musicians taking part online
from all possible countries of the world; starting in

real

Featur€omment

Gender differences and thenunnharpe

(Please noté A: in my contribution | use the
Norwegian word 'munnharpe' when referring to the
Jew's harp / trump; Bhis is an excerpt from an article
| wrote for our newsletteMunnharpa#18-19, with
some recent updates)

Jewbds harp

Japan and Papua New Guinea, to Vietnam, China, India

and Nepal, further to Tuva, Altay, Yakutia,
Bashkortostan and Moscow, all of Central Europe and
further b the USA and Brazil. The participants just
need a good camera, a mighmneand a PC. Aron will
organize the schedule of performances, announce and
explain, and atlesignatedimes the music will be sent
live from Kecskemet. Thus most participants wilt no
have to travel; they will need no visa, lodging or food.
A few participants will travel physically to Kecskemet,
possibly from neighbouring countrigdusBoard

Members or those who want to go there on his/her own

expenses. This will be the first virfludHF and
designatedhe @". | guess thathe media will like this
idea a lot. It will indeed be something very special!

The next fAnormal 6 | JHF wi
will be in Yakutia in 2011. This will be thé"7IHF,

and | bet that you wodlnot want to miss either

festival, not the virtual Hungarian and not the Yakutian
in the far east of Russia.

Dear friends, | hope you like this idea as much as we
do.
Boing,
Franz Kumpl

th physical presence onl
While | was collecting folk music in Hamargy and
Steigen in North Norway | once showed up akaior
citizen meeting with a (chofjizither | had made

myself. There was much interest in prpject, but

plenty of laughter at my expse because |, as a man,
was playing the zither arginging songs and ditties.

The message was clear: that was a female occupation.
Since then | have given much thought to the link

between gender and the use of specific folk

PS: Dear computer experts, since the technical issues #1strumentsn the Norwegiartradition. Roughly, one

this virtual IJHF will be challenging, we ask you to
support uwith the knowhow toachieveit. You can
send your ideas and contact details to me
(franz.kumpl@aon.atasl will be compilingthe
Program Committee.

---000---

may say that instruments used for publitivities and
ceremonies, e.g. the fiddle, the drum, the trumpet,
belong to the male sphere.

Instruments played in the home were female
instruments: the chord zither, the 'langel@Norwegian
dulcimer], and the harp. The instruments used on the
mountain summer farms aneore difficult to classify:

the shepherds, often very small children, would play the
willow flute, thel ur e, t he ramés ho
categorically one may say that the nm@ublic and
prominent thause of the instrument was, the more
common it was a male instrument. According to the
genderoles the women played and sung in the home,
while the man played in public. The guitar nsgrve as
an example: there have been maognpetent female
guitarists, but they used tiestrument in a safe
environment like the home or the mission society. The
man, however, used tlgritar at the public dances, or

at the prayer meeting.
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